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We are going to make our way to 1 John chapter 1. But, before we get there, I want to take us to the Old Testament book of Isaiah. 

If you would please turn in your Bibles to Isaiah chapter 14, Isaiah chapter 14 and we will be reading verses 12 through 14.

The Old Testament is really a collection of 39 books.

The first five books of the Bible; Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy are commonly referred to as the Pentateuch. Penta- as in pentagon means 5, so the Pentateuch are the first five books of the Bible.

These books are also called the Law because they were written by Moses in the desert after the Exodus from Egypt and include when he was given the 10 Commandments.

The Historical books is the next major section of the Bible. They include Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1st and 2nd Samuel, 1st and 2nd Kings, 1st and 2nd Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther. 

These books share a prophetic view of history. They give God’s perspective on the history of Israel describing how the obedience or disobedience of God’s people is directly tied to the blessings and curses of the covenant.

In the Pentateuch God made a covenant, a contract or an agreement with the people of Israel. Here is the deal. You want my blessings then you need to obey my commandments. But if you enter into this covenant with me and you disobey my commandments you will be cursed.

So you have the Pentateuch, followed by the Historical Books and then comes the Poetic and Wisdom writings. These include Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon. This is the hymn book Old Testament.

And that brings us to the Prophetic books. The Prophetic books are divided into two part. The Major Prophets and the Minor Prophets. 

The only real difference between the Major and Minor prophets is the length of the book. The Major Prophets are simply longer than the Minor Prophets. 

The Major Prophets include Isaiah (which we will be looking at), Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, and Daniel. 

The Minor Prophets include Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi.

The Old Testament prophet tended to come on the scene during times of crisis. God used the prophets to provide direction and wisdom during times of crisis. 

Prophets were also used by God to remind the people of their covenantal promises.

The relevance of biblical prophecy is not only the information revealed to the people of their day about the circumstances being faced in their time or in a time to come, but also what the message reveals about the nature of God. 

Prophecy in the Bible is part of God’s self-revelation, as we read these Old Testament prophecies we come to know God through what he has done in the past and what He plans to do in the future.

We also get a better understanding about us, mankind, and sin.

This morning we are getting to “The Truth About Sin.” So we need start at the beginning.

We often think of the Garden of Eden and the tree as the beginning of sin. And for mankind it was.

Have ever stop to think about the apple? I mean…they ate an apple! What was the big deal? They didn’t murder anyone. Adam didn’t cheat on his wife.

Why did God throw them out of the Garden and curse all creation over a piece of fruit?!

And what about the serpent, Satan. You remember, Adam and Eve weren’t alone in the garden. Where did Satan come from?

There are two Old Testament prophesies that give us a glimpse at the fall of Satan. One is reference is found in Ezekiel chapter 28 verses 11-18 and the other is found here in Isaiah 14. 

In Ezekiel 28:11-13 we read: “…Thus says the Lord GOD: “You were the signet of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. You were in Eden, the garden of God…”

Here in Isaiah chapter 14 we find the second reference to Satan’s fall.

In 722 B.C. the 10 northern tribes of Israel were captured by Assyria. Isaiah’s message was to warn the remaining two southern tribes of Israel of their inevitable captivity by the Babylonians. 

Through Isaiah God assures His people that they will one day returned to their land.

Chapter 14 is a song taunting the king a Babylon saying that Israel will outlast their conquerors and will one day return to their land.

In the middle of this taunt Isaiah records this:

Isaiah 14:12-14 “How you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star, son of Dawn! 
Most people take this is a reference to Satan because in Luke 10:18 Jesus describes Satan’s fall from heaven when He said “…I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.

How you are cut down to the ground, you who laid the nations low! 

13  You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; above the stars of God 

I will set my throne on high; 

I will sit on the mount of assembly in the far reaches of the north; 

14  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; 

I will make myself like the Most High.’” 

Five times Satan begins with the phrases “I will…”.

I will occupy heaven, the abode of God Himself. 

I will exalt my throne above the stars of God. This self-exaltation declares Satan’s desire to rule all the angelic creatures.

Satan’s ambition was to govern the universe. 

He wanted the glory that belonged to God. 

And his entire goal was to be like the Most High. Satan shook his fist at God and said; I will be my own God.

The sin of Satan was that he wanted to be his own God.

Now let’s look in the Garden back in Genesis chapter 3 and let’s listen to the lie of Satan.

Genesis 3:1: “Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made. 

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 

Satan twists God’s word and gets Eve to question, doubt the word of God.

Then she adds to the word of God.

2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 

God never said anything about “touching” the tree or its fruit.

4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 

Here Satan denies the authority of God. You will not die! God has no authority over you.

In fact the last statement here brings into question the goodness of God.

5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

God is denying you something that will really be good for you. He is holding you back. If God really loved you He would want you to know this.

Anyone here know, or have ever been, a child who didn’t get their way? How do they all know this same line?

You don’t love me. You never let me have any fun. I hate you! All my other friends are doing it why can’t I? Waa waa waaa!

I can’t wait until I turn 18 and I can do what I want. I will stay out all night!

I will eat what I want to. I will hang out with whom I want to! You can’t tell me what to do, I will be my own boss!

(Yeah right. Just wait until you have to get up at 5am to go to work to earn the money to pay the rent and buy the food and pay the bills. Let’s see how late you stay up then.)

As a pastor I hear this from time to time. Some will say to me: “Don’t judge me. All sin is the same. And everybody sins you have no right to judge.”

The next time someone says that to me I am going to ask them: “So, you do admit that what you are doing is sin then.”

You see most people who say this really don’t want to admit that what they really want is to continue to do their sin, they just want me to get off their back about it.

And they want to gain unrighteous sense of denial and permission. 

I’ll say this though. They are right however, on at least a couple points.

First they are right at least at some level when they say “all sin is the same.”

Granted there are different consequences for sin. In the Old Testament for one sin you had to wash yourself and offer a sacrifice at the temple.

For a different sin the people of Israel had to take you outside of the camp and stone you to death on the spot.

Our criminal system today is based largely on this idea. You have different classifications of crimes; misdemeanors or felonies. Both are crimes but have different consequences.

In the New Testament, in 1 John 5:16 we are told that “There is sin that leads to death…” and some sin which does not lead to death in the temporal sense. 

But here is where all sin is the same.

Every sin, no matter how small or how big, every sin is a matter of us standing in the face of God, shaking our fist at Him say:

I will be my own god.

I will be the authority over my life.

I will say what is right and what is wrong for me.

I don’t care what you say.

You can’t tell me what I can do and can’t do.

You don’t really know or want what’s best for me.

You are a cosmic killjoy and you just want to deny me my happiness. 

You are not GOD! I am.

For that Satan was cast out of heaven.

Adam and Eve were thrown out of the Garden.

It is not so much what we do that matters. It is the heart behind what we do that counts.

Whether it is a misdemeanor or felony, or simply taking a bit of an apple the essence any sin is a rejection of God, His word, His goodness, and His authority.

It is to shack our fist in God’s face and say I will be my own God!

Because we reject God we are eternally separated from God.

But wait…there’s more!

What’s the truth about sin?

I am going to ask you to turn to one more passage; 1 John 1.

The apostle John writes in 1 John chapter 1 starting in verse 5: “This is the message we have heard from him [that is Christ] and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 

6 If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 

7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 

8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

Here is the second place where people get it right when they say everybody sins. We have, we do, and unfortunately we will sin again.

But…

9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

You see here is where they really get it wrong! “If we confess our sins…”
A couple weeks ago I said that to confess means to call sin sin, to say the truth about our sin.

There is a big difference in between a recognizing our sin, confessing it, repenting from it, that is willing to turn from it and turn to and submit to God’s authority and trying to justify, explain away, or even redefine sin so we can continue in it.

The truth is our sin, no matter how “big” or how “small” is to say God is not my god, I am.

But friends, God is God, I am not…and neither are you!

John goes on to say in 1 John 2:1; “My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]It is one thing to commit a sin and confess if; but it is entirely a different sin to choose to live in it.
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